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TRINITY 
MATTERS 

SEPTEMBER 2018 
 

From the Priest-in-Charge 
 

September is always an exciting month  
in the life of a parish. We move from 
the quietly relaxing pace of July and 
August into the busy, accelerated pace 
of start-up’s in September. We begin 
to settle into the regular rhythms of a 
fall schedule: days shorten, people are 
back in school, vacations are over, our 
vision looks further down the calendar 

as we plan for Thrift Sales, fall liturgies, educational offerings, town celebrations, diocesan 
events and renewed schedules of meetings. It is a time of re-beginnings. It is a busy and 
energy filled time. I always enjoy its vitality. 

 

At the same time, we continue to build on what we experienced and accomplished last year. 
On April 30, 2017, I joined with Trinity in a Year of Development whose primary purpose 
was to develop a lay person based and lay person led Episcopal parish. We are now in 
month seventeen of that twelve-month agreement. We have accomplished a great deal and 
have identified key factors we still need to address. As late as July, our plan was to engage a 
Priest-in-Charge with a schedule similar to mine. Catherine Foster and members of the 
Vestry worked with Canon Rich Simpson to clarify who would be best for Trinity. Finding 
a person who would be able to work part-time on our schedule looked somewhat 
promising. The number of available candidates were few and far between. Recently, the 
number of available candidates moved to none. Given that, the focus of my work of 
development now places greater emphasis on lay person leadership in all aspects of 
Trinity’s life and ministry. I firmly believe that Trinity has the gifts and talents to 
accomplish this. 
 

During the Vestry Retreat in February, I was asked my anticipated date of leaving Trinity. I 
said, “The end of June.” Following the audible, corporate gasp by the Vestry, I said that, 
even though my Letter of Agreement was for one year (and renewable), I would not 
abandon Trinity. At the August Vestry Meeting following the discussion of my date of 
leaving, I said that I could stay until Trinity’s Annual Meeting in January. As a parish we 
would use this time to further equip ourselves to be a lay person based and lay person led 
Episcopal parish. As I said above, I firmly believe that Trinity has the gifts and talents to 
accomplish this. This promises to be an exciting time. 

 

Fr. Ron 
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Trinity Events in September 

Sunday, September 2, Coins for IHN Today 
9:15 am   Fellowship Begins 
9:50 am   Call to Worship 
10:00 am   Holy Eucharist 
 
Monday, September 3 – Labor Day – Office Closed 
 
Sunday, September 9 – Homecoming Sunday 
9:15 am   Fellowship Begins 
9:50 am   Call to Worship 
10:00 am   Holy Eucharist 
 
Friday , September 14 – Holy Cross Day 
 
Sunday, September 16 
9:15 am   Fellowship Begins 
9:50 am   Call to Worship 
10:00 am   Holy Eucharist 
 
Tuesday, September 18 
10 am   Trinity Women, Common Room 
 
Wednesday, September 19 – Ember Day 
 
Friday, September 21 – St. Matthew – Ember Day 
 
Saturday, September 22 –Ember Day 
 
Sunday, September 23  
9:15 am   Fellowship Begins 
9:50 am   Call to Worship 
10:00 am   Holy Eucharist 
 
Saturday,  September 29 – St. Michael and All Angels 
Spirit of Shrewsbury -  off site 
 
Sunday, September 30 – Bishop’s Visitation 
Welcome Bishop Fisher! 
9:15 am   Fellowship Begins 
9:50 am   Call to Worship 
10:00 am   Holy Eucharist 
Reception follows 
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FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN 
 

Everyone!  

 

Our last Fellowship Table service in Dean Park with Mt. Olivet and Wellspring was held the last 

Sunday of August. Instead of birds in the rafters this month, we had crickets. Well, actually, it was a 

cricket match in the park as a backdrop to our service. The cheers of the players meshed well with the 

Word of God.   Fr. Ron was the preacher and was as thoughtful and humorous as usual.  It was well 

attended, and fun to worship in a relaxed (and cooler) location with now-familiar friends from our 

community.  I’m sorry to see these services end for this season.  

 

If your summer roads have lead you back to Shrewsbury, welcome back! Many Episcopal churches 

celebrate the weekend after Labor Day as ‘Homecoming Sunday’ to help settle back in after the travels 

and relaxed lifestyle of summer.   We’ll be celebrating Homecoming Sunday on September 9.  Please 

join us as we reunite and share stories of ‘what did you do this summer?’ 

 

On September 29, we’ll once again be putting ourselves out in the community by participating in the  

Showcase at Spirit of Shrewsbury. It was great fun last year. Plans are moving ahead to once again 

team with Mt. Olivet at our booth and highlight activities of both of our parishes.   I’ll keep you posted 

on how you can help as we work out the plans.  

 

And on September 30, Bishop Douglas Fisher will be coming to visit for our 10 AM service. Let’s give 

him a nice Trinity welcome! I look forward to hearing his encouraging words.  

 

To all the students heading back to school this month – and to their fabulous teachers – our prayers go 

with you as you start a new year of learning!  

 

Pax –  

Catherine Foster, Senior Warden 

 

 

OUTREACH UPDATE 

 
Thank you for supporting St. Anne’s back-to-school. Trinity collected over $75in gift cards to help 

provide school supplies for area students. 

 

Please remember Marie’s Mission and the diapers and wipes initiative we share with St. Michael’s, 

Worcester. More are always needed! Please fill the bag in the narthex. 
 
 

VESTRY CORNER 

Trinity Episcopal Church 
 

The Trinity Vestry met on August 16, 2018.  Here are the condensed highlights of that meeting: 

 

Warden Report  - Catherine Foster 

Stewardship Campaign begins in October.  Dan Morgado, Stewardship Leader, will be assembling a 

team.  Parishioners interested in serving on the campaign should notify Dan through the parish office.  
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Several vestry terms will expire in December.  The Nominating Committee for 2019 Vestry 

membership will be looking for viable candidates to serve.   

Trinity provided a great service to two non-parishioner families in the Shrewsbury community by 

allowing separate funerals for to be held within the church during August.   

 

SMART Goals – Linda Jackson  

Tree Sales Team  – Dan Morgado 

Four of the seven sales blocks (hours when people are needed to sell trees in December) are now 

covered.  Three more blocks need a committed leader.  Dan has the details if anyone can help. 

Priest in Charge Team – Catherine Foster 

The search for a part-time priest continues. With other parishes in the area also losing priests to 

retirement, etc., the demand exceeds the supply.  The team is looking at all options and preparing to be 

flexible. 

 

Priest-in-Charge Report: Ron Crocker 

The Episcopal Church is launching a pilot program in September on Congregational Health.  Fr. Ron, 

Catherine Foster and a third vestry member will attend an informational session on the project. 

Father Ron is looking forward to a Pre-Visitation meeting in Springfield with Bishop Douglas Fisher 

on September 27, prior to the Bishop’s visit with Trinity on Sunday, September 30th.  

Fr. Ron reviewed his “Year of Development Evaluation Survey” results with the group, which 

indicated we have had positive growth as a result of his and the Vestry’s leadership efforts and are 

moving in the right direction.   

 

Diocesan Revival: Judy Gramstorff 

Presiding Bishop, Michael Curry, will bring the Way of Love Revival to Worcester on Sunday, 

October 21, 2018. We don’t have official details yet, but will announce them as soon as available. 

 

Treasurer Report: Jeff Kalb 

Treasurer’s Report indicates we’re in good shape going into September. 

The transition from Shepherds Staff member records to Members 360 is still being studied. Updates to 

come. 

 

Facilities Report: Ron Alarie 

The Facilities Team has the buildings and grounds ready for the painters in September. We may have 

to use outside resources, on a minimal basis, to do minor carpentry work. 

 

Mutual Ministry: Catherine 

Fr. Ron will preach at the final mutual summer service in Dean Park on August 26.  

 

Old Business 

Trinity will participate with Mount Olivet again in the Spirit of Shrewsbury on Saturday, September 

29th, from 9am – 3pm.  Extra hands for manning the booth and ideas for display, handouts, etc., are 

welcome. 

 

New Business: Catherine 

Thrift Sale Date is set for Saturday, October 20th from 8am – 1pm.  Setup will occur on Sunday, 

October 14th after the worship service.  Strong bodies are needed for set-up. 

Next Vestry Meeting – Tuesday, September 13 at 6:30pm.  Any parishioner is welcome to attend. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Linda Jackson, Vestry Clerk 
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THIS MONTH – HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO            And HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO
 

Mark Foster   9/1   Dick & Moira Miller  9/4/82 
Joanne Tyndall   9/1   Allyn & Linda Taylor  9/14/63 
Audrey Dallli   9/2   Randall & Yvonne Boutte 9/17/11 
Yvonne Boutte   9/3   Tara & Candice McRae 9/24/04 
Grace LeBel   9/3   Ed & Hazel Jasiewicz  9/29/56 
Jessica Zinger   9/3   Rob & Jessica Zinger  9/29/12 
Phoebe Zinger   9/3    
Allen Jarrell   9/5    
Jake Gorrie   9/6   
Carolann Tebbetts  9/7     Please let us know  
Diane Calvano   9/13     if any information 
Jake Morin                         9/13     needs to be added 
Jane Condon   9/14         or corrected! 
Tim Swiss   9/15       ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Roy Mudway   9/17    
Mary Lou Vinnes  9/19          
Francine Estrop  9/23           
Rachel Mudway  9/25    
Scott Goodwin   9/26       
Michael Tompkins  9/30      
 

 

The Bishop is coming 
 

As Catherine noted in her Warden’s article, Bishop Fisher will visit Trinity on Sunday, September 30. This 

will give us an opportunity to meet with the bishop and share our thoughts and feelings about our future and 

the future work of the diocese. He will be here for fellowship before service at 9:15, for the liturgy at 10:00, 

and for a reception following the liturgy. I have a pre-visitation meeting with him on September 27 and hope 

to gather parishioners’ thoughts and hopes for his visit before then. Please let me know concerns that I can 

carry into that meeting. 

 

Fr. Ron 
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Help Wanted  - SO many ways to get involved at Trinity: 
 

 --- Mutual Ministries Team – serve on team to plan worship and fellowship with Mt. Olivet 

and Wellspring.  Current project is working on shared activity with Mt. Olivet at the Spirit of 

Shrewsbury town Expo on September 29.  

 

--- Christmas Tree Sales Team Leads – Be in charge of scheduling volunteers for a block of 

sales times.  

 

--- Christmas Tree Salespeople – Friendly people needed to sell trees in December! It’s so 

much fun to help a family pick out the tree that’s ‘just right.’   

 

---- Webmaster/Social Media Guru – Update Trinity’s Social Media presence on Facebook, 

Twitter and Website. Publicize our activities and help build our community.  

 

--- Hospitality Teams – Serve one Sunday a month as Greeters, Ushers and Coffee Hour 

Hosts. (including setup and cleanup) – You’re welcome to join any team – it’s a great way to 

make friends and be a friendly presence for everyone who comes to Trinity!  

 

--- Facilities Team – Responsible for grounds keeping and snow removal. Seasonal tasks 

include mowing the lawn, weeding, pruning, and clearing walkways (we have a plow service 

for the parking lot) 

 

 

 

Coming October 20 – the Fall Thrift Sale 
 

The Fall Thrift Sale is on the calendar for Saturday, October 20, with set up immediately 

following worship (thank you, Wellspring!!) on Sunday, October 14. Smaller items to be 

offered for sale can be brought to the classroom downstairs at the end of the hall any time..  

Large items can be brought beginning October 14. All the details will follow! Once again 

Leigh O’Connor will be coordinating this popular ‘happening.’ 
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SERVING  IN SEPTEMBER 

 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME Lector(s) EM (s) Hospitality Acolytes Altar Guild 

           

September 2 
 

Marianne 
Tompkins 

Diane Caron 

Pam 
Marshall 

Team 1 NA Catherine Foster 

    
 

 

September 9 
 

Jeff Kalb 
Dina Nichols 

Jen Morin Team 2 
Cameron Lewis, 

Jacob Morin 
Anne Morse 
Diane Caron 

    
 

 

September 16 
 

Judy Pugliese 
Hal Marshall 

Pam 
Marshall 

Team 3 
Victoria Marshall, 

Dan Smith 
Sherry Alarie 

    
 

 

September 23 
Robert Krey 

Elaine 
Brouillette 

Leigh 
O’Connor 

Team 4 
Evan Jarrell, Sam 

O’Connor 
Leigh O’Connor 

      

September 30 
Bishop’s 

Visitation 

Linda Taylor 
Jeff Kalb 

Chris 
Estrop 

Catherine 
Foster 

Special 
Team 

Dan Smith, 
Cameron Lewis, 

Jacob Morin 
Nancy Goodwin 

 

 

* Schedules updated as of August 28, 2018 

Note: Schedules are distributed quarterly, in advance of serving dates; these schedules also appear (without contact 
information) on the Trinity website – www.trinityshrewsbury.org. Schedules month to month, (see above) appear in 
the monthly newsletter. Reminders/updates are sent by e-mail a couple of days prior to every Sunday as  part of the 
weekly Trinity E-Update.  And if you ever have a question about when you are scheduled to serve ,  you can always 
contact the parish office! 

http://www.trinityshrewsbury.org/
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Trinity Matters –the monthly newsletter of Trinity Episcopal Church 
440 Main Street, Shrewsbury, MA 01545 
508-842-6040 Phone/508-842-6730 FAX 

 
Worship with us at 10 am on Sundays  

with Fellowship at 9:15 
 

Parish Office Hours: Monday –Friday, 8:30 am-1:30 pm 


