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TRINITY MATTERS 
SEPTEMBER 2017 

 
New Beginnings                           From Fr. Ron 

 

Last week, I spent time with my children with their wives and grandchildren celebrating my wife, Donna, 

and my fiftieth wedding anniversary, all thirteen of us in Ogunquit, Maine. In a sense, that celebration was 

something new. Donna and I had never celebrated our 50th before! And at the same time, it was something 

old, recurring some fifty times. Ogunquit was a new place for our family, but a favorite for Donna and me. 

Two of our grandchildren had never had their own motel room---with their own key! Several of us enjoyed a 

very familiar lobster dinner. My learning for all this is that even the very new has aspects of the familiar and 

even the very familiar has aspects of the very new. With the familiar comes comfort and predictability. With 

the new comes excitement as well as the uneasy of not knowing what comes next. But for all of us, the 

uncertainty of what comes next was calmed by knowing who we were and what our common, family life is 

like. Along with the joy of living into the plans for our time away, we experienced the sadness and 

disappointment of not being able to do some things we wanted. And for one member of my family, leaving 

Ogunquit was very sad because she had such a good time. Donna and I still smile as we recall times and 

events of our family get-away. The plans we made seemed to work well and we all seemed to make those 

plans our own in our own individual ways.  

 

This week students are heading back to school; some to familiar schools, some to brand new schools. Some 

travel out of state to colleges or new jobs. Some of their smiles of excitement mask an uncertainty about 

what is coming next; sad about what they leave behind. But they go knowing who they are and whose they 

are. And that is what gives them confidence and courage to engage this uncertain, exciting and fulfilling 

time. 

 

And Trinity is about to begin our Fall programing. Trinity has several new things this Fall, the biggest is the 

structure for Sunday mornings (see Catherine Foster’s article). Beginning September 10, Trinity will begin 

Sunday mornings with fellowship at 9:15. At 9:45, the altar party and ushers gather for prayer. Ten minutes 

before the beginning of the liturgy, we offer quiet time for prayer and meditation in the church enhanced by 

the organ prelude. The liturgy begins at 10:00 and concludes around 11:00. Following worship, we again 

have time for fellowship, conversations and meetings. Some parishioners have greeted the proposed change 

with enthusiasm, some with resistance, some with uncertainty, some with “OK, let’s try it and make it 

work.” I look forward to the opportunities the time change offers. It will make space during our year of 

development to explore new possibilities as well as consolidate old practices. What is important for me is 

that we use this time to explore ways of creating a broader community as we use the time and space to enrich 

our current community. I would hope that by mid-December we will look back at this and say, “The plans 

we made seemed to work well and we all seemed to make those plans our own in our own individual ways.”  

Let’s see. And let’s see what God is about in this time of change. 
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Trinity Events in September 

Friday, September 1 – Sign up for TWIM by today! 
 
Sunday, September 3 - Coins for IHN Today 
9 am   Holy Eucharist 
 
Monday, September 4 – Labor Day – Office Closed 
 
Thursday, September 7 
6:30 pm  Vestry Meeting, Common Room 
Members of Trinity are welcome to attend monthly vestry meetings and also to submit 
suggestions/comments to the vestry in advance. 
 
Saturday, September 9 – Sunday, September 10 – Parish Clean Up 
There will be a dumpster on the premises. See article on page 6. 
 
Sunday, September 10 (Grandparents Day) – HOMECOMING SUNDAY 
9:15 am  Please join us for Fellowship beginning at 9:15 am 
10 am  Holy Eucharist  
 
Thursday , September 14 – Holy Cross Day 
 
Sunday, September 17 
9:15 am  Please join us for Fellowship beginning at 9:15 am 
10 am  Holy Eucharist and Blessing of the Prayer Shawls 
 
Wednesday, September 20 – Ember Day 
10 am  Trinity Women, Common Room 
 
Thursday, September 21 – St. Matthew 
 
Friday, September 22 – Ember Day 
 
Saturday, September 23 – Spirit of Shrewsbury Saturday - Ember Day 
Trinity will have an exhibit at the Spirit of Shrewsbury Town Expo 
 
Sunday, September 24 – Spirit of Shrewsbury Sunday 
10 am  Worship at Dean Park, North Pavilion with Mt. Olivet and Wellspring  
 
Friday,  September 29 – St. Michael and All Angels 
  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

OUTREACH UPDATE 

 
Thank you for supporting St. Anne’s back-to-school. Trinity collected over $200 in gift cards to help 

provide school supplies for area students. 

 

Please remember Marie’s Mission and the diapers and wipes initiative we share with St. Michael’s, 

Worcester. More are always needed! 
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VESTRY CORNER 

Trinity Episcopal Church 
 

The Trinity Vestry met on August 10, 2017. Here are the condensed highlights of that meeting: 
 

Warden Report  

• The Facilities Team will be removing the unsafe structures/toys from the children’s play area.  

• June Coolidge donated a lovely oriental rug to Trinity for the Common Room. 

• Some of the thermostats need to be reset lower for the remainder of the summer since windows left 

open at night are letting cooler air into the building triggering the heat to come on. 

• A letter will be going out to renters reminding them to lock doors, put tables and chairs back in place, 

close windows and remove cigarette butts from premises when their sessions are over. 

• The Pastoral Care Team has paid their first and very successful Eucharistic Visit to a parishioner. 

• Some concern was raised about the removal of the Stars and Stripes to make temporary room for the 

Pride Flag on Pride Sunday. The Vestry is working on a way to regularly display the Stars and Stripes 

in its proper position along with the Episcopal Church Flag and the Pride Flag.  
 

Priest-in-Charge Report 

• Fr. Ron thanked the Vestry for agreeing upfront to his July vacation plans, which allowed him the 

opportunity to spend quality time with family and friends. 

• He also gave praise to the Wardens for conducting a meaningful Morning Prayer Service on July 30th.  

• Fr. Ron will be conducting training for Acolytes in August. If anyone is interested in joining the team 

of Acolytes, they should let Fr. Ron or Pam Marshall know. 
 

Holy Currencies 

• Fr.  Ron led the Vestry in a conversation about Eric H.F. Law’s book, Holy Currencies and the Cycle 

of Blessings, which the Vestry is reading also. The discussion will continue through the next few 

Vestry Meetings. 
 

Vestry Norms 

• The Vestry is reviewing information from the Diocesan Office, as well as information within Holy 

Currencies, about Norms/Standards for effective Vestry operations. A small subcommittee is working 

on formulating some norms and standards for our Vestry to adopt. 
 

Mutual Ministries 

• Trinity and Mount Olivet will join forces to participate in the Spirit of Shrewsbury event in 

September. Our mutual goal is to present our separate identities within a joint activity.  More to 

follow. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

• Year-to-date, the budget is over-plan in Income and under-plan in Expenses, so overall the budget is 

in good shape. 

• The Vestry authorized the Treasurer to purchase new and improved accounting software from 

Concordia Technology called Church 360 Ledger, which will be implemented on January 1, 2018. 
 

Old Business 

• The Vestry voted unanimously to change the Sunday Worship Service Time from 9 AM to 10 AM 

effective September 10, 2017. 

• A new Sunday morning schedule will also take effect on September 10th and will start with an initial 

gathering at 9:15 AM. A letter to parishioners will be going out to explain the details. 
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• The Vestry voted to hire Dave’s Landscaping to remove the big pine tree that was blocking the face 

of the church and certain other trees and dead brush from the grounds.  It’s been done. 

• Property clean-up and Dumpster Day is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, September 9th.  More 

details to follow. 
 

New Business 

• The Vestry is gathering bids from painting contractors for some much needed exterior painting. 

• The Fall Thrift Sale is coming up. The actual date and details to follow. 

• The next meeting of the Vestry will be Thursday, September 7th at 6:30pm and anyone from the 

parish is welcome to attend. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Jackson, Vestry Clerk 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN 

Hi Everyone! 
 
Who ever heard of putting Coffee Hour before Goin’ to Church?  
 
On September 10, Trinity will be moving Worship Time to 10 AM, with the doors open for refreshments and 
fellowship starting at 9:15 and another opportunity for fellowship after the service. The Vestry gave this a 
lot of thought and discussion, listened to many voices pro and con and did a lot of observing. What we 
noticed was Trinity people like to arrive early enough to chat in the Narthex before Sunday Service, catch 
up with each other and check in with the prayers on our hearts before going in for worship.  We also need 
some time to make sure the members of the ‘Liturgy Team’ (the acolytes, lectors, EMs and celebrant) are 
robed, ready, know of any changes or special events for the service and have a few moments to pray 
together in preparation for Worship.  And we have a small, dedicated group who handle all of the 
‘Hospitality’ tasks –ushering, greeting, offertory, refreshments, cleanup -who would welcome more hands.  
 
We’re flipping the normal on its head. It’s exciting. It’s scary. It’s a leap of faith. 
 
We’re working on building community. We’re giving ourselves time to get together, really know each other, 
and strengthen our community. We’re opening ourselves to develop the relationships we need to live our 
mission to Seek God, Live Christ and Share the Sprit.    
 
Pax – Catherine 
 

In Our Parish Family 
 

Congratulations 

To Mary Miller (daughter of Dick and Moira) and Cormac Hughes who were married in a civil ceremony in 

Brookline on August 11. Cormac is Irish and the couple will celebrate their marriage at a ‘big wedding’ in 

Ireland on October 13, 2018. 
 

To Carolann Tebbetts who after 15 years in the Milford Public Schools, will now be Director of Fine and 

Media Arts for the Franklin Public Schools working with 18 teachers in 11 schools.  
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THIS MONTH – HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO            And HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO
 

Mark Foster   9/1   Dick & Moira Miller  9/4/82 
Joanne Tyndall   9/1   Allyn & Linda Taylor  9/14/63 
Audrey Dallli   9/2   Randall & Yvonne Boutte 9/17/11 
Yvonne Boutte   9/3   Tara & Candice McRae 9/24/04 
Grace LeBel   9/3   Ed & Hazel Jasiewicz  9/29/56 

Jessica Zinger   9/3   Rob & Jessica Zinger  9/29/12 
Phoebe Zinger   9/3    
Allen Jarrell   9/5    
Jake Gorrie   9/6   
Carolann Tebbetts  9/7     Please let us know  
Diane Calvano   9/13     if any information 
Jake Morin                         9/13     needs to be added 
Jane Condon   9/14         or corrected! 
Tim Swiss   9/15       ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Roy Mudway   9/17    
Mary Lou Vinnes  9/19          
Francine Estrop  9/23           
Rachel Mudway  9/25    
Scott Goodwin   9/26       
Michael Tompkins  9/30      
 

  
Volunteer Opportunities 

 

Counters are needed to help count and post our Sunday offerings. Counters work in two’s so you would 

always have someone experienced to guide you through the process as you are learning. A strong roster of 

counters will mean that you would only be scheduled about once a month. 

 

Volunteers are also needed to mow the Trinity lawn throughout the growing season. Mowers will receive 

instructions on how to drive/ride the Trinity mower. 

 

If you think you might be interested in either counting or mowing, please contact Dick Miller at 

dick@townisp.com for more information. 

 

mailto:dick@townisp.com
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What’s a Hospitality Team? 
 

A Hospitality Team is a multi-talented group of individuals who will be responsible one Sunday a month to 

enhance our community as: 

 

Greeters 

Ushers  

Offertory   

Refreshments (either bring or organize who will bring) 

Coffee/tea/soft drink setups  

Cleanup 

 

Each Team will be responsible for Hospitality one weekend per month. 

(5th Sunday months – a Special Hospitality Team will be formed) 

 

Our goal is to have 4 teams of 5-6 people.  Team members can serve on one team only, with the exception of 

the special team formed for the 5th Sunday of the month.  

 

Each team will have a Captain who will organize the roles each team member will perform. Team members 

will be expected to share the work in a manner which works for them. 

 

Personal commitment will be for 4 months (October –January) at which time decision can be made at 

personal level to continue participation.  

 

Signup in the Narthex!  

 

 

THE DUMPSTER IS COMING SEPTEMBER 9-10 

Parish cleanup will be the weekend of September 9-10.  

We’re renting a dumpster (from Dumpster Divers) to get rid of some large clutter in our church hall and 

property.    

General cleanup will begin at 9:30 AM on Saturday, September 9.  We’ll need some strong arms and back to 

move the heavier items.  

The Dumpster will be available for your personal junk on Saturday and Sunday afternoon for a suggested 

donation of $25.00 a car load.  Electronics, TVs and large furniture will require an additional fee charged by 

the vendor.  Help will be needed to monitor the dumpster on those afternoons.   

To volunteer or ask questions, please contact Catherine Foster at crfoster99@verizon.net 

 

 
Coming October 21 – the Fall Thrift Sale 

 

The Fall Thrift Sale is on the calendar for Saturday, October 21, with set up following worship on Sunday, 

October 15. Smaller items to be offered for sale can be brought to the classroom downstairs at the end of the 

hall any time beginning September 11.  Large items can be brought beginning October 15. All the details 

will follow! 
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SERVING  IN SEPTEMBER 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATE/TIME Lector(s) EM (s) Ushers Acolytes Altar Guild 

           

September 3 
9 am 

Diane Caron 
Jeff Kalb 

 
Allen Jarrell Medlinskas TBA 

Diane Caron 
Catherine Foster 

    
 

 

September 10 
10 am 

Dina Nichols 
Marianne Tompkins 

Chris Estrop Medlinskas TBA Linda Jackson 

    
 

 

September 17 
10 am 

Elaine Brouillette 
Hal Marshall 

Catherine 
Foster 

Marshall TBA Anne Morse 

    
 

 

September 24 
10 am 

SPIRIT OF SHREWSBURY WEEKEND – WE WILL WORSHIP AT DEAN PARK, NORTH PAVILION WITH 
MT. OLIVET and WELLSPRING 

    
 

 
 

 

 

* Schedules updated as of August 30, 2017 

Note: Schedules are distributed quarterly, in advance of serving dates; these schedules also appear (without contact 
information) on the Trinity website – www.trinityshrewsbury.org. Schedules month to month, (see above) appear in 
the monthly newsletter. Reminders/updates are sent by e-mail a couple of days prior to every Sunday as  part of the 
weekly Trinity E-Update.  And if you ever have a question about when you are scheduled to serve ,  you can always 
contact the parish office! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.trinityshrewsbury.org/
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Trinity Matters –the monthly newsletter of Trinity Episcopal Church 

440 Main Street, Shrewsbury, MA 01545 
508-842-6040 Phone/508-842-6730 FAX 

 
Worship with us at 9 am on September 3 

Worship with us at 10 am on Sundays beginning September 10 
with Fellowship at 9:15 

 
Parish Office Hours: Monday –Friday, 8:30 am-1:30 pm 


