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 TRINITY MATTERS 
 

June, 2020 
 

 
Rev. John Edgar Freeman 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your 

ways my ways” says the Lord. “ For as the heavens are 

higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 

ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.
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Sometimes we try to fit God into our mold, that is to make God’s plans and purposes confirm to our own.  

Every year, Trinity Church observes and celebrates it feast day in very special ways.  This year, our 

celebration will not work as previously planned. In fact, none of us will be able to gather in our worship 

space in body to share the joy of the Holy Trinity.  Covid 19 has totally changed our plans utilizing a new 

way of worship. This will now be done virtually on Facebook live with favorite hymns from parishioners and 

our altar being made picturesque using beautiful flowers. 

 

Some Christian denominations argue about what “the Trinity” is and how it functions. The doctrine of the 

Trinity is a very difficult and controversial idea to grasp.  Difficult because many of us do not know or 

understand how it works. Some even say that it is not in Scripture.  While it may be true that the word 

Trinity is not contained in Scripture, it is implied in the Gospel of John, the mystery of the Godhead. 

 

The Trinity by definition is one God containing the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This means, united three, a 

unity of three persons.  The term “Trinity” was devised by Tertullian
2
 to express the mystery of the unity in 

diversity of God.  Therefore, Trinity means “threefold unity.”  God is understood to be dynamic, loving, and 

available to be shared in relationship with humanity for salvation. Though the doctrine of the Trinity is one 

of the most difficult ideas in Christianity, it is fundamental to Christians. The doctrine of the Trinity states 

what Christians believe God is like and who God is, and plays a central part in Christian worship of an 

indivisible God. 

 

For Christians the Trinity is used to show that three different persons are called God: God the Father, God 

the Son and God the Holy Spirit. These three are all part of the same God.  

 

As Christians, we believe that God is Three Persons, each omnipotent, omniscient, wholly benevolent, co-

equal and fully divine. God in three persons.  Christians depend on the Trinity for guidance, for strength, 

wisdom, direction, knowledge and understanding. Through the Trinity we are saved. 

 

We at Trinity Church must be very thankful that God’s omnipotence has been with us, is still with us and 

will continue walking with us through this Covid 19 pandemic.  God’s promises will never fail us as long as 

we put our trust in Him. Let us also trust that our Triune God will work out God’s purpose of salvation for all 

those who believe. God will save us. 

Happy Trinity Sunday!! 

 

                                                           
1
 Isaiah 55:8-9 

2
 Tertullian https://www.britannica.com/biography/Tertullian  

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Tertullian
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WARDEN REPORT 
 

 

Hi Everyone! 

 

I hope you are staying well and staying connected to your Trinity family!  
 

We are entering another month of shut-down. Our Bishop has asked that parishes stay closed for worship 

until at least July 1. This may seem out of an abundance of caution since other denominations are allowed to 

open. However, we agree it will not be appropriate to open unless we can open safely.  
 

If you are reading this before the feast of Pentecost (May 31), I hope you will make note to join us that day 

for the big on-line Pentecost service led by Bishop Fisher and the Diocese of Western Massachusetts. Our 

own Fr. Freeman will be participating in the Service, reading a portion of scripture in his native language 

Vir.  Watch your email blasts for information on how to tune in.   
 

Trinity’s Facebook Team has been busy providing Sunday services through Facebook Live, and will 

continue to do this in June. Many thanks to the core team of Fr Freeman, Ron and Sherry Alarie, Chris 

Lundell, Emmanuel Freeman, Debbie Harmon-Hines and Allen Jarrell for being our on and off screen team. 

We’ve had a great response from our viewing ‘attendees’. If you are interested in being part of the team, 

please let us know.  
 

We’ve developed community through our Wednesday Evening Prayer/Bible Study and our Friday Tea-Time. 

We are discussing if these will continue after the shut-down. The participants are finding connecting through 

Zoom from their homes is easy. If you have internet access, you can get on Zoom through the links to your 

browser through the email blasts.  Come join us! 
 

Our Vestry has formed a task force to develop guidelines for reopening. Our first task has been to look at 

opening our buildings to our renters and community partners. We will allow Wellspring to use Lawrence 

Hall for their Services beginning on May 31, at their request based on the guidelines established for Houses 

of Worship by State and Local officials and the Methodist Conference. June 2020 will be a time of leaving 

for Wellspring as they prepare for Pastor Nancy Allen’s retirement and the sorrowful decision to close their 

parish. We will miss their presence in Worship.  
 

We have another good-bye to report in June. Our long time Sexton, Jeff Plante, has announced his desire to 

retire by month’s end. In our mind, he is irreplaceable. It will be a daunting task to find someone to fill his 

place. We thank him for his years of service (and occasional bag-piping for Palm Sunday!) and all of the 

work he has done to maintain our building. We will miss him.  
 

At this time and in keeping with State and Local regulations, we do not anticipate opening our parish halls to 

other outside groups before July 1.  Allowing the 12 Step Groups, exercise classes and civic groups back to 

our building be in accordance with the guidelines we develop. Above all, we are charged with doing all that 

is possible to lovingly ensure the safety of everyone who uses our buildings.  
 

We will strive to reopen our Sanctuary for services in July, using the advice and guidance of our Diocese and 

governments. Our worship may be different when we adjust to the ‘new normal’ post shut-down.  

I truly hope that next month, when I write my article for July, I’ll be able to announce our re-opening 

process.  Please keep the Vestry and Fr. Freeman in your prayers as we work through this.  
 

Stay well – see you soon! 

Pax - Catherine 
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 IHN 2020 WRAP UP 
 

We are very pleased to report that, despite all our concerns and fears about how we were going to fulfill our 

commitment to IHN given the constraints caused by Covid-19, our hosting week from May 17th to May 23rd 

went smoothly and was a complete success! 

 

Through the extreme generously of our Trinity family and friends, we were able to provide meals each 

evening, provide cleaning and sanitizing products, diapers for the children, clothes for the newborn baby girl 

and many other household items. We also provided the funds necessary to hire outside evening and overnight 

staffing so that the shelter was fully covered each evening and night. It was a triple win for everyone as we 

helped keep the IHN mission active, provided paid jobs for some that may have been unemployed and for 

our parish as we have aided those in need for over 20 consecutive years. 

 

Our heartfelt thanks to all who gave their time, gift cards, financial support and prayers that made supporting 

the families this week so special and memorable during these trying times. Our only regret, as expressed by 

several of our parishioners, was that we did not get to meet, share a meal or engage with the families during 

evening hosting. Let us all pray that next year we will return to the practices of the past with no concerns or 

fears of becoming ill. 

 

Blessings to all, Sherry and Ron         

 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Trinity Events in June 
 

Monday, June 1 – The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
Tuesday, June 2 – YOU CAN HELP US CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF TRINITY –FEAST DAY OF OUR PARISH 
E-MAIL THE NAMES OF YOUR FAVORITE HYMNS SO WE CAN SING AS MANY AS POSSIBLE DURING THE 

      SERVICE THAT DAY. WE DO NEED TO HEAR FROM YOU BY TUESDAY, JUNE 2 IN ORDER TO INCLUDE  
      THEM IN THE WORSHIP BULLETIN.  SO PLEASE SEND THEM RIGHT ALONG!! 

 
Wednesday, June 3- Ember Day 
7 pm  e-Evening Prayer – watch for your Zoom invitation 
 
Friday, June 5 & Saturday, June 6 – Ember Days 
 
Saturday, June 6 –Sunday June 7 TRINITY SUNDAY – FEAST DAY OF OUR PARISH! 
Coins for IHN Sunday – Please keep saving those coins for IHN 
Saturday, June 6 
5 pm  Our service will be live on Facebook or you can tune in to worship on Facebook 

    any time after the live presentation. 
 
Wednesday, June 10 
7 pm  e-Evening Prayer – watch for details and your Zoom invitation 
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[Calendar – continued] 
 
Thursday, June 11 – Saint Barnabas, the Apostle 
6:30 pm  Vestry Meeting 
 
Saturday, June 13 –Sunday June 14  
Saturday, June 13 
5 pm  Our service will be live on Facebook or you can tune in to worship on Facebook 

    any time after the live presentation. 
 
Wednesday, June 17 
7 pm  e-Evening Prayer – watch for details and your Zoom invitation 
 
Saturday, June 20 –Sunday June 21  
Saturday, June 20 
5 pm  Our service will be live on Facebook or you can tune in to worship on Facebook 

    any time after the live presentation. 
 
Wednesday, June 24, The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist 
7 pm  e-Evening Prayer – watch for details and your Zoom invitation 
 
Saturday, June 27 –Sunday June 28 
Saturday, June 27 
5 pm  Our service will be live on Facebook or you can tune in to worship on Facebook 

    any time after the live presentation. 
 
Monday, June 29 – The Apostles Saint Peter and Saint Paul 
 

Invitations for Zoom events will be e-mailed in advance of the event. 
 
Additionally, the leaflet for each e-Evening Prayer service and the bulletin for Saturday/Sunday 

      worship will be emailed in advance. Please contact the parish office at    
      trinitysecretary@townisp.com if you have any questions about receiving this information. 

 
 

FLOWERS FOR THE TRINITY ALTAR 
 

Available dates for donating altar flowers during the next couple of months are: 

June 14, June 21, and July 12. 

It is still just $35 to donate flowers for the altar. 

Please contact the parish office by email if you are interested in any of these dates. 
 

IN OUR PARISH FAMILY: 
Necrology:   

 Ann E. O’Connor, Tom O’Connor’s mother, on May 6. 

 Myrtle (Mickey) Hill, on May 15. Myrtle and her husband, Bob, who died in 2008, were long time 

  members of Trinity. 
 

May the Souls of the Faithful Departed, by the Mercy of God, Rest in Peace, and Rise in Glory. 

 

mailto:trinitysecretary@townisp.com
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Our Graduates: 
 

CONGRATULATIONS  to JACOB MORIN, son of Chis and Jen. Jacob is graduating with highest honors 

from Shrewsbury High School and will be attending UMass Lowell in the fall. He was accepted into their 

Honors College and into the Immersive Scholars Program. He plans to study Environmental Engineering.  
 

Note: This is what we know about graduations right now. Did we miss you? 

Please let us know – we’ll want to congratulate you in the next issue! 

 

Our Published (Once Again!) Author: 
 

CONGRATULATIONS  to Tanya Lewis who has written a new book which was published in January. 

Cheerful and perfect for the spring season it is titled  The Adventures of Chirpy, a robin that has hatched and 

is amazed about the world around him.  Follow this link to read – and see! – more. 

https://books.apple.com/us/book/the-adventures-of-chirpy/id1491278137 
 

Our Proud Grandparents: 
 

CONGRATULATIONS  to Gretchen and Bob Kossack who welcomed grandson, Eamon Joseph Donahoe 

on May 1. Eamon was born in Delmar, NY, to their daughter Natalie and husband Patrick. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

THIS MONTH – HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:  and HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 
   

Philip Mudway 6/8 Ralph and Marcia Anderson                         6/5/1965 

Judy Jepson 6/12 Howard and Mary Lou Vinnes                       6/8/1963 

Daniel Smith 6/14 Jeff and Jackie Kalb                                    6/22/1968 

Santana Lewis 6/15 Jay and Dina Nichols                                   6/26/1993 

Moira Miller 6/15  

Mark O’Connor 6/17  

 

Please inform the parish office if any 
birthday or anniversary information 

needs correction – 
or if your special dates 

need to be added! 

Hazel Jasiewicz 6/18 

Deborah Gorrie 6/21 

Sean McDonough 6/28 

Ed Jasiewicz 6/29 

Sophia Marshall 6/29 

Patrick Mitsis 6/29 

 

https://books.apple.com/us/book/the-adventures-of-chirpy/id1491278137

