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Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the 
founders of this country 

won liberty for themselves and for us, 
and lit the torch of freedom for nations 

then unborn: 
Grant that we and all the people of this 

land may have grace 
to maintain our liberties in righteousness 

and peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.* 
 

(Source: 1979 Book of Common Prayer, Protestant 

Episcopal Church in the USA) 

 

 

TRINITY   MATTERS - July,  2018 
 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP THIS MONTH!! 
 

Sunday, July 1 

9:15 am Fellowship Begins, 10 am Holy Eucharist 

The Rev. Paul W. Goranson, Celebrant 

Catherine Foster, Host * 

Hospitality, Team 1 
 

Sunday, July 8 

9:15 am Fellowship Begins, 10 am Holy Eucharist 

The Rev. Daniel R. Strong, Celebrant 

Linda Taylor, Host * 

Hospitality, Team 2 
 

Sunday, July 15 

9:15 am Fellowship Begins, 10 am Holy Eucharist 

The Rev. Daniel R. Strong, Celebrant 

Diane Caron, Host * 

Hospitality, Team 3 
 

Sunday, July 22 

10 am, Worship and Pot Luck Brunch at Dean Park 

Joining Pastor Andrew from Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church, 

 and Pastor Nancy from Wellspring United Methodist Church 

at the North Pavilion for worship and pot luck brunch.  
 

Sunday, July 29 

9:15 am Fellowship Begins, 10 am Holy Eucharist 

The Rev. Daniel Strong, Celebrant 

Dan Morgado, Host * 

Hospitality, Team 4 
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*Note on summer worship: Fr. Ron is on vacation and will return as Celebrant on August 12. Members of 

our vestry and altar guild will be on hand as hosts to welcome our supply priests each week. (Sue B.) 

 

 

NOTES FROM FR. RON 
 

I thank you, thank you, thank you. 

Let me begin my report by saying “On behalf of our confirmands and myself, Thank you.” Sunday’s 

celebration for the Confirmands and my 50th anniversary was splendid. Thank you to all who made the day 

run so well, look so good and taste so delicious. I was very pleased to see the confirmands standing up front 

receiving their Bibles, certificates, mugs and snacks capturing the humor and camaraderie of the members. I 

was moved by the things that were said and read as well as enjoying the many people from my past who 

traveled from as far away as Albany, New York, and Alexandria, Virginia. One never knows how deeply 

one’s ministry touches peoples’ lives. Sunday gave me an insight.  

One common reaction from our many guests on Sunday was, and I quote, “The people at Trinity are so 

welcoming.”  

 

Thank you for the celebration and the warm welcome to our guests. 

 

While I am away 

One of the realities of my schedule now is that the away time that my wife, Donna, and I planned last year 

comes at a time when I am still at Trinity. My Letter of Agreement was for one year with a renewal clause. I 

expected to be leaving Trinity around the beginning of June so the plans that we made for travel and education 

did not take into consideration that I would still be at Trinity. I will be on vacation for the month of July in 

Surf City, Long Beach Island, New Jersey. LBI is nineteen-mile barrier island six miles off the New Jersey 

coast about forty miles north of Atlantic City. We have summer vacationed there for all our married life. It is a 

gathering place for four generations of children, aunts, uncles, grandchildren, cousins and friends. And a place 

to unwind and enjoy God’s coastline creation. We return at the end of the month only to leave on August 4 for 

a week-long conference at Chautauqua Institute entitled “The Arts and Global Understanding: A Week 

Featuring the Silkroad Ensemble, Culminating with the Silkroad Ensemble with Yo-Yo Ma.” We have been 

big fans of Yo-Yo Ma for many years and look forward to being with him. 

On Sundays, The Reverends Paul Goranson and Daniel Strong will be Sunday supply. See Sue Barnard’s 

article (above) for particulars. 

 

Bishop Fisher’s Visitation 

On May 31, Jill Senecal, Executive Assistant to Bishop Fisher, emailed Trinity to say that the Bishop would 

like to have a visitation at Trinity in Shrewsbury on Sunday, September 30th. One problem: Spirit of 

Shrewsbury and Dean Park Mutual Ministry falls on September 30. After discussion with Jill Senecal, 

Catherine Foster and the Mutual Ministry Committee, we decided that September 30 was the best given all the 

alternatives that included the possibility of a much later date or none. The Vestry agreed to September 30. 

 

The Diocese of Western Massachusetts Revival and Evangelism 

The Diocese of Western Massachusetts is planning a revival on October 20&21 with the theme of Rekindling 

Hope, Sharing Light, Loving Jesus. Michael Curry, our Presiding Bishop, will be with us for at least October 

21. A recent email on May 31 from the diocese outlined what has been planned so far and offers each parish 

an opportunity to participate in the planning and celebration of the revival. 

 

Catherine Foster and I spoke about appointing a point person for Trinity who would connect Trinity to the 

planning and celebration of the Revival. We agreed that having such a person is vital to Trinity’s information 
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and participation. Given her planning skills and welcoming spirituality, the Vestry appointed Judy Gramstorff 

to serve as Trinity’s point person. We commend her to you.  

 

For your prayerful consideration 

Following the Vestry Retreat on February 24, the Vestry has looked at five areas of concern that arose in that 

retreat. Each contribute in unique ways to an overall theme of growing Trinity parish in the number of people 

and broadening on-going program. Most of my sermons for the Year of Development have touched on why 

Trinity is here and what God calling us to do and be. If we are to grow in number and strength, we need to be 

clear about who we are and what we are up to. That is, be clear about our identity and mission.  

 

I have been frustrated by our being unable to define clearly our identity and mission because being unclear 

inhibits our ability to generate any coordinate effort. And without coordinated effort, we will not grow.  

 

What does it mean to be clear? Imagine yourself on an elevator traveling to the twentieth floor. The person 

next to you says, “I hear you’re from Trinity in Shrewsbury.” You answer, “Yes.” “Tell me about yourself.” 

“To be clear” is to have a “two-minute elevator speech” about Trinity to share with people who are 

interested—a brief story about who we are and what we do, offering them an opportunity to engage. 

 

I am asking all members of Trinity to do two things this summer. First, clarify for yourself what you consider 

to be who we are as Trinity. Let it roam around inside your brain for a while and then jot down what you 

discover. At the same time (because these two are connected) ask yourself what is unique about Trinity. What 

do we do well? Where and when does God bless us? Let that question roam around inside your brain for a 

while and then jot down what you discover. Email me what you discover. Share what you discover with other 

parishioners. Or better still, share it with people you know who do not attend Trinity to see if they see Trinity 

the same way. They just might have something to add.  

 

In September, we will gather to share what we discovered.  

 

I just realized excitement has displaced my frustration!  

 

 

Trinity Events in July 

Sunday, July 1 - Coins for IHN Today 
9:15 am   Fellowship Begins 
10 am   Holy Eucharist, Fr. Paul Goranson, Celebrant 
 
Wednesday, July 4 – The Parish Office is Closed Today in Observance of Independence Day 
 
Friday, July 6 - The Parish Office is Closed Today – Vacation Day Friday 
 
Sunday, July 8 
9:15 am   Fellowship Begins 
10 am   Holy Eucharist, Fr. Dan Strong, Celebrant 
 
Thursday, July 12 
7 pm   Vestry Meeting – Members of Trinity are welcome to attend. 
 
Friday, July 13 - The Parish Office is Closed Today – Vacation Day Friday 
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Sunday, July 15 
9:15 am   Fellowship Begins 
10 am   Holy Eucharist, Fr. Dan Strong, Celebrant 
 

      Tuesday, July 17  10 am Trinity Women 
 

Friday, July 20 – The Parish Office is Closed Today – Vacation Day Friday 
 

Sunday, July 22 
10 am   Worship with Mt. Olivet and Wellspring at Dean Park, followed 
    by pot luck brunch – North Pavilion 
 
Monday, July 23  - Mary Magdalene 
 
Wednesday, July 25 – St. James, the Apostle 
 
Friday, July 27 – The Parish Office is Closed Today – Vacation Day Friday 
 
Sunday, July 29  
9:15 am   Fellowship Begins 
10 am   Holy Eucharist, Fr. Dan Strong, Celebrant 
 

 Note: The floors in the Lower Hall will be stripped and waxed during the weeks of July 16 and July 23. 

 

IN OUR PARISH FAMILY:  

Congratulations to:   

Judy Gramstorff, appointed by the vestry to be Trinity’s ‘point person’ to Rekindling Hope, Sharing Light, 

Loving Jesus- the Diocese of Western Massachusetts Revival scheduled for October. 
 

 

 

VESTRY CORNER 

 
The Trinity Vestry met on June 14, 2018.  Here are the condensed highlights of that meeting: 

 
SMART Goals – Two teams have been formed to work on separate goals: 

• Tree Sales: The net profit of this project goes a long way to stretch the budget – so it’s important!  The big need 
here is for strong muscles to help unload trees and hoist and tie them to the roofs of cars, etc. The team is 
starting early to recruit some people willing to make the commitment NOW for December.   

• Priest in Charge – This team is tasked with securing a Clergy Leader by late fall that will allow Fr. Ron to finally 
retire. 

 
Warden Report  

• The Vestry is looking for someone to lead the Pastoral Care Team. Jen Morin, is stepping down from that 
position.  Suggestions are welcome. 

• “The Party” on June 10th to celebrate the recent Confirmation Class and Fr. Ron’s 50th Anniversary was a huge 
success.  More than 75 friends, family and parishioners attended. 

• We collected over $300 to commemorate Fr. Ron’s longevity in the Episcopal Church and his work in Haiti. The 
funds will be donated to The Bishop Tharp Institute in Les Cayes, Haiti, to support a student for a year. 
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Priest in Charge Report 

• Thanks to the Confirmation Class who, because of their humor and camaraderie, made the class work so well. 
They received Bibles, mugs, and snacks as gifts from Fr. Ron and the parish. 

• Thanks also for the wonderful and heartfelt June 10th Celebration. 

• Fr. Ron will be away for the month of July.  Supply Priests are in place to officiate in his absence. Altar Guild will 
welcome the Supply Priests. 

• Bishop Fisher will visit Trinity on September 30.  Plans will be in place soon for that visit. 

• Diocese of Western MA is planning a Revival in October, including a visit from our Presiding Bishop, Michael 
Curry.  Plans will be forthcoming for this exciting event. 

• Fr. Ron has requested the Vestry to participate in a “Year of Development Evaluation and Mutual Ministry 
Review” as a way to determine next steps.    
 

Treasurer Report 

• The Treasurer’s reports that six months into the year, the budget is on track. 
 

Facilities Report – Work continues in order to maintain the church buildings and grounds, including fencing repairs, 
painting, tree removal, and a few items in the Rectory. 
 
Mutual Ministry 

• Trinity will share a few services with Mt. Olivet and Wellspring in Dean Park over the summer on June 17, July 
29, and August 26. 

• Trinity will also participate again this year in the Spirit of Shrewsbury on Saturday, September 29th. 
 

Old Business 

• IHN Week – Ron Alarie reported Trinity had a very successful week at the homeless shelter, although additional 
support, both in bodies and funds is always needed. 

 
New Business 

• Some Vestry positions will be expiring again this year. Suggestions for Leadership 2019 is welcome. 

• Church-wide IT protocol requests that anyone using the Trinity Office software and/or hardware check with Jeff 
Kalb first, in order to ensure the ongoing integrity of the systems.   

• Next Vestry Meeting - July 12th at 7:00pm.  Any parishioner is welcome to attend. 
    

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Jackson, Vestry Clerk 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

TWIM - Trinity Women in Maine 20th Anniversary Weekend! 
 

November 9-11 at the Anchorage by the Sea in Ogunquit, Maine 

 

Come join us for fellowship and relaxation at this much anticipated ladies-only weekend. 

Cost per participant = $200 (double occupancy) or $371 (single occupancy) covers 2 nights lodging, 7% 

Maine tax, housekeeping fees, Friday night dinner, Saturday breakfast, snacks, beverages, and TWIM gift 

bags. Please make checks payable to Audrey Dalli and mail with your registration form (available in the 

narthex or from the parish office) to 4 Jill Circle, Shrewsbury, MA 01545. Payments are due by August 15 in 

order to secure the rooms. 
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THIS MONTH – HAPPY BIRTHDAY to:  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Financials  
A reminder to check your quarterly statement and keep your pledge current this summer! Trinity will be here 

for you when you come back from your summer adventures. In the meantime our expenses continue 

throughout the summer months! Thank you! 

 

 

 

OUTREACH 
 

July 1 is COINS FOR IHN SUNDAY. Please be generous and please remember, 

your donations are welcome at any time. 
 

 

 

We continue to support MARIE’S MISSTION through donations of diapers and other items for the very 

young! This is in cooperation with St. Michael’s, Worcester. Your donations are delivered to St. Michael’s as 

the bag in our narthex fills. 
 

 

 

In honor of the 50th anniversary of Fr. Ron’s ordination to the priesthood, you gave a total of $425 which Fr. 

Ron asked that we donate to the Bishop Tharp Institute in Les Cayes, Haiti.  
 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

And HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to: 
 
 
Rick & Suzanne Foley                            7/17/1981 
 
Telly & Lauren Mitsis                             7/27/2002 

 
Please inform the parish office if any birthday or 

anniversary information needs correction – or if your 
special dates need to be added! 

 

  

Chase Landry 7/2 

Dave Metcalf 7/2 

Adrian Lee 7/5 

Barbara Metcalf 7/9 

Donna Crocker 7/11 

Marc Tebbetts 7/13 

Sarah Witkowski 7/15 

Chris Estrop 7/16 

Ron Alarie 7/17 

Ryan Polhemus 7/17 

Stephen Prior 7/20 

Dina Nichols 7/21 

Jennifer Morin 7/28 

Bridget Reposa 7/28 

Joan Cox 7/31 

Scott Witkowski 7/31 
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SENIOR WARDEN REPORT 

 

Hi everyone –  

The Vestry has two sub-committees working on two very important goals right now. One Team is working 

toward making our Christmas Tree sale more than just a fund raising opportunity but also a way to invite the 

larger community to engage with our ministry. They are working on finding ways to extend this invitation.  

The other Team is focusing on the role of the Priest in Charge (PIC). I’m involved in this team.  

Fr Ron has been with us for what we now call our ‘Year-and-a-half-or-so of Development.’ His role was to be 

with us for a year to help us understand our mission, engage lay leaders and bridge us to the next level of our 

community life so that we can be a sustainable, lay-led   Episcopalian parish with a strong   presence in the 

town of Shrewsbury and surrounding towns..  The end of his time with us is now growing short. The PIC 

Team is focused on evaluating our mission  as we move to new clergy leadership.   

Part of our work is to figure out what is Trinity’s mission. I believe a good part of Trinity’s mission, focus, 

activity and reason for existence is to provide a place for the people of God who follow Jesus Christ to come 

together for a short time every week for prayer, worship and fellowship.  I know God doesn’t only live at 

Trinity. But I also know that Trinity is where I meet God.  And at this time of my life, God’s call to me is to 

take part in leading this community.  

What do you believe is Trinity’s mission? I’d love to hear from you as we continue this journey in our parish 

life.  

Pax – Catherine Foster – Senior Warden 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Your Wardens and Vestry hope you enjoy the beauty of the summer days and 

nights, the blessing of relaxation with family and friends, and the warmth of God's love 

in the sunshine in this fleeting season. We look forward to your presence and hearing 

of your adventures when you return. 
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Serving in July 
 

DATE/TIME Lector(s) EM Hospitality 
Welcoming 

Host 
Altar Guild 

           

July 1 
Judy Pugliese 

Marianne 
Tompkins 

Jen Morin Team 1 
Catherine 

Foster 
Anne Morse 
Sherry Alarie 

    
 

 

July 8 
Diane Caron 
Linda Taylor 

Allyn Taylor Team 2 Linda Taylor 
Linda Taylor 
Paula Green 

    
 

 

July 15 
Dina Nichols 

Elaine Brouillette 
Chris Estrop Team 3 Diane Caron Leigh O’Connor 

      

July 22           10 am Service at Dean Park with Mt. Olivet and Wellspring United Methodist                    

    
 

 

July 29 
Linda Taylor 
Robert Krey 

Leigh O’Connor Team 4 Dan Morgado 
Linda Taylor 
Paula Green 

      

 
* Schedules updated as of June 26, 2017 

Note: Schedules are distributed quarterly, in advance of serving dates; these schedules also appear (without contact 
information) on the Trinity website – www.trinityshrewsbury.org. Schedules month to month, (see above) appear in 
the monthly newsletter. Reminders/updates are sent by e-mail a couple of days prior to every Sunday as part of the 
weekly Trinity E-Update.  And if you ever have a question about when you are scheduled to serve, you can always 
contact the parish office. 
 

Trinity Matters –the monthly newsletter of Trinity Episcopal Church 
440 Main Street, Shrewsbury, MA 01545 
508-842-6040 Phone/508-842-6730 FAX 

 
 

Worship with us at 10 am on Sundays 
Join us for fellowship beginning at 9:15 am 

 

Summer Parish Office Hours: Monday – Thursday, 8:30 am-1:30 pm or as arranged 

http://www.trinityshrewsbury.org/

